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 [Slide 2] 
 
Squirrel Hill is the neighborhood in which my parents raised me to be a proud Jewish woman 
with liberal Democratic values. I thought it was such an extraordinary place that I wrote my 
college thesis about American Jewish identity in Squirrel Hill. Dor Hadash is the congregation 
in which I fell in love with Reconstructionist Judaism and decided to become a rabbi. It is the 
community that held my family as my father died in 2018 and supported us as we mourned in 
the months that followed. 
 
On October 27, 2018, a family friend was murdered, another was shot in the abdomen. In the 
wake of the massacre, I was awed by the wisdom and eloquence of so many people touched 
by this experience. I created this collection of first person accounts to capture some of that. I 
also wanted to create a vehicle for individuals touched by the massacre to share their 
experiences, thoughts and feelings on their own terms rather than having their ideas and 
feelings co-opted in support of any kind of political agenda.   
 

This photograph was taken on the happy day in 
2010 when members of Congregation Dor Hadash 
carried its Torah Scrolls through the streets of 
Squirrel Hill to the congregation’s new home at 
Tree of Life synagogue. The man on the left in a 
pink shirt is my father, Charles Hirsh z”l.  
 

Anyone is welcome to use any of the materials I 
have prepared. 

 
L’shalom, 

                               

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
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Michael Kerr writing about  
Dr. Jerry Rabinowitz [Slide 3] 
  
My doctor Jerry Rabinowitz was among 
those killed in the Pittsburgh Synagogue 
shooting. He took care of me up until I left 
Pittsburgh for NYC in 2004.  
 

In the old days for HIV patients in Pittsburgh he was to one to go to. Basically before there was 
effective treatment for fighting HIV itself, he was known in the community for keeping us alive 
the longest. He often held our hands (without rubber gloves) and always always hugged us as 
we left his office.  
 
We made a deal about my T cells in that I didn’t want to know the numbers visit to visit 
because I knew I would fret with every little fluctuation and I also knew that AZT was not 
working for my friends. The deal was that he would just let me know at some point when the T 
cell numbers meant I needed to start on medications. The numbers were his job and my 
job was to finish my masters thesis and get a job with insurance and try to not go crazy.  
 
I got lucky beyond words - because when he gently told me around November 1995 that it was 
time to begin taking medications - there was an ACTG trial for two HIV medications that saved 
my life. One of which I still take today.  
 
Thank you ACT UP for getting these drugs into a safe but effective expedited research 
protocol. You saved my life.  
 
And thank you Dr. Rabinowitz for having always been there during the most terrifying and 
frightening time of my life. You will be remembered by me always. You are one of my heroes 
just like the early ACT UP warriors - some of which I now call friend.  
 
 
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-remembering-the-doctor-killed-trying-to-save-others-in-the-pittsburgh-shooting-
1.6601563 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-remembering-the-doctor-killed-trying-to-save-others-in-the-pittsburgh-shooting-1.6601563
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-remembering-the-doctor-killed-trying-to-save-others-in-the-pittsburgh-shooting-1.6601563
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Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy writing about  
Dr. Jerry Rabinowitz [Slide 3] 

 

 

 

My dear friend Jerry Rabinowitz was killed in the shooting. He was a doctor, a cat lover, and 
the kindest person you could dream of meeting. He and his wife Miri signed our tenaim 
(conditions of engagement), and they coordinated all the silliness and shtick at our wedding. 
They took in my cat Pele when Josh' s allergies couldn't tolerate him anymore, and we cried 
together on the phone just last month when Pele passed away. Jerry and Miri's home was an 
oasis of welcome, relaxation, good food and drink, and kitties everywhere. 

Yehi zichro baruch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://heavy.com/news/2018/10/pittsburgh-synagogue-victims-photos-names-pictures/7/ 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://heavy.com/news/2018/10/pittsburgh-synagogue-victims-photos-names-pictures/7/


5 
 

 
www.JEWELconsulting.net  •  RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com  •  (215) 376-0555  •  528 Lindley Road, Glenside, PA 19038 

Ellen Leger [Slide 4] 

Shabbat Interrupted.  
Last week my Dan and I had to dash out the door after a quick 
Shabbat dinner just the two of us, to get to Dor Hadash for the 
beautiful Friday night service our dear friend Rabbi Yitz Husbands 
Hankin was leading. So I blew out the candles before leaving, 

something we rarely do, but I cannot relax and enjoy Shabbes if I leave candles burning.  

The service was warm and beautiful, with so much singing and talk about caring for each other 
and our world.  

The next morning Dan went off to shul and I decided to take a lovely autumn walk in Frick Park 
with our dogs. When I got home around 10, there was a knock at the door. Friends had come 
over to see if I knew what was going on. They had heard there was a shooting at Tree of Life. I 
knew my guy was there and I called my friend Miri to see if Jerry was there also. She said yes. 
We got in the car and headed over to the street two blocks away from Tree of Life Synagogue, 
where we stood waiting to find out what was happening. Our greatest fears were realized. 

I won't be lighting my Shabbes candles this week, or next or perhaps longer. I will wait until my 
dearest love Dan is home again. I thank G*d that I know he will eventually come home. My 
heart breaks for my friend Miri and her family and all the other families whose dear ones were 
murdered last week. 

May I ask my friends, and even friends I haven't met yet to consider adding one candle for my 
family this Shabbat, to include in your prayers Daniel and Ellen, Noah and Jacob our sons. To 
all of you who have asked what you can do to help me get through this nightmare, this is what 
I ask of you. 

When Dan is home and safe, the first Shabbat I will relight these candles, and feel that 
moment of sweet tranquility. But for now it will remain my Shabbat interrupted. 

May it be a Shabbat Shalom.  
Love Ellen  
 
https://www.facebook.com/MikeClarkWTAE/posts/1966459456778470/ 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/MikeClarkWTAE/posts/1966459456778470/
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Rabbi Jeffrey Myers [Slide 5] 
 

Rabbi Jeffrey Myers, who was presiding over the 
service at the Pittsburgh synagogue Tree of Life on 
Saturday morning when the gunman murdered 11 
praying congregants, told the Today show the story of 
the tragedy. “I heard him execute my congregants,” he 
said. 

“This is my home and it’s been desecrated,” Myers 
said. “We will rebuild because we are the Tree Of Life. We’ve been here 154 years. You can cut 
off some branches but the tree will continue to grow and we will be back.” 

Myers recounted the tragic events of what began like a normal Shabbat service. “Within a few 
minutes I heard what I thought was crashing metal.” He reportedly assumed one of the senior 
citizen congregants had lost their balance and fell into a coat rack. 

The next set of bullets rang out within the next 10-15 seconds, Myers reported. “Something 
inside told me this is gunfire.” He quickly took action, telling his congregants to drop to the 
floor. After helping congregants escape the building, Myers said he went back in. “I tried to see 
if I could go back to get the eight remaining people in the back of the congregation.” He didn’t 
make it in time. 

Myers was reportedly the first to call 911. 

“There is hate and it isn’t going away. It just seems to be getting worse,” he said. 

Myers added that …“these were good, decent people. They didn’t have an ounce of hate in 
any of them. We turn to the leaders of our country. We can’t just say we need to stop hate, we 
need to do, we need to act. Hate is not welcome here in Pittsburgh.” 

 

https://forward.com/fast-forward/412980/video-pittsburgh-synagogue-rabbi-tells-what-happened/ 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://forward.com/fast-forward/412980/video-pittsburgh-synagogue-rabbi-tells-what-happened/
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Barry Werber [Slide 6] 

In the basement, four members of New Light Congregation were 
just starting to pray — with two others in the kitchen — when 
they heard crashing sounds coming from upstairs. 

Barry Werber and others from his congregation looked over to 
the stairwell, and their worst fears were realized when they saw a victim’s bullet-riddled body 
slumped over. 

 “Let me be very honest, I was frightened, I was scared, I have a wife at home ill, and I have a 
son living in Squirrel Hill, and I didn’t want to leave them,” said Werber. 

He said Rabbi Jonathan Perlman closed the door and pushed them into a large supply closet.  

As gunshots echoed upstairs, Werber called 9-1-1 but was afraid to say anything, for fear of 
making any noise. 

When the shots subsided, he said, Melvin Wax opened the door, only to be shot and fall back 
inside. 

“There were three shots, and he falls back into the room where we were,” he said. “The 
gunman walks in.” 

The gunman entered their hiding spot and looked around. He looked around only because 
there was a shaft of light as he opened the door. 

"He stepped over Mel's body, didn't pay any attention, stepped back . 

"He didn't see us, thank God," said Mr Werber. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
https://youtu.be/NQNsGWRuPS0 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/NQNsGWRuPS0
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Audrey Glickman [Slide 7] 

Audrey Glickman was leading an early morning service inside 
Pittsburgh's Tree of Life synagogue when gunfire broke out Saturday.  

Glickman and the others with her ran and hid. Still holding their prayer 
books and wearing their prayer shawls, they ensconced themselves in 
a room with a window in the door. 

Glickman said, "We were trying to disguise ourselves as, as bags of clothing in a room of bags 
of clothing," she told WTAE. "We wanted him not to have a reason to come in." 

"We heard the gunfire and we heard the sirens and we didn't come out until both seemed to 
have stopped," Glickman told WTAE. 

"We ran and we hid and then we escaped with our lives," Glickman said.  

"But we lost people -- people who were part of the fabric of not only our congregation but our 
community. These are people who would do anything for anybody. People who come early to 
a service are the kind of people who are the kindest, most generous." 

She stressed. "You're taught to hate and I don't know why we do this. And in fact, we Jews 
teach our children that they're going to be hated. In every generation, there's somebody who 
will hate. And you have to deal with it and you have to move on." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://abcn.ws/2Odgke1 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://abcn.ws/2Odgke1
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Judah Samet [Slide 8] 

Twice now, Judah Samet has almost paid with his life for being 
Jewish. 

More than 70 years ago, he narrowly escaped death in Germany’s 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. Again Saturday, he looked 
death in the face — not in his native Hungary, but in the country 

where he found sanctuary after the Second World War. 
 
Samet has been a member of Tree of Life congregation for 54 years, he said. For four decades, 
he was a part-time cantor, chanting prayers and helping to lead worship. 

On Saturday morning, he did what he always does on the Sabbath — he went to the 
synagogue. Services start at 9:45 a.m. Yet that morning, Samet was delayed. 

“I was talking to my housekeeper here; she comes once a week,” he said in a phone 
conversation from his condominium, where he lives alone. He needs only a few minutes to 
drive the leafy streets to his synagogue in Squirrel Hill, the nucleus of Jewish Pittsburgh. “I was 
four minutes late. Instead of 9:45, I got there about 9:49, maybe 9:50.” 

Those four minutes may have saved his life. He entered the parking lot and was pulling into a 
handicapped spot when someone knocked on his window. A man dressed in black advised him 
to back out carefully. 

“He said there was an active shooting going on inside the synagogue,” Samet recalled. That’s 
when he saw an officer crouched on his passenger side, several feet ahead of his car, popping 
his head out from behind a barrier to fire in the opposite direction. He was close enough to 
see smoke rising from the muzzle of his gun. 

“I wanted to see who he was shooting,” Samet said. The gunman had emerged from inside the 
building, he said, “and had a shootout with police, then he went back and finished the job in 
my synagogue.” He heard three or four salvos before he pulled out of the parking lot, 
unharmed. “I was in the line of fire,” he said. “Luckily, I wasn’t hit.” 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
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For Samet, Judaism is essential, second only to his family in importance. And he sees violence 
as anathema. “Hatred is not in the Jewish DNA,” he said. “I mean, everybody tried to kill us, 
destroy us. Can we hate everybody in the whole world? No, we don’t hate.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.msn.com/en-xl/northamerica/life-arts/in-pittsburgh-a-holocaust-survivor-was-four-minutes-late-to-synagogue-
escaping-death-a-second-time/ar-BBP3itE?li=BBJGEmF&srcref=rss 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
http://www.msn.com/en-xl/northamerica/life-arts/in-pittsburgh-a-holocaust-survivor-was-four-minutes-late-to-synagogue-escaping-death-a-second-time/ar-BBP3itE?li=BBJGEmF&srcref=rss
http://www.msn.com/en-xl/northamerica/life-arts/in-pittsburgh-a-holocaust-survivor-was-four-minutes-late-to-synagogue-escaping-death-a-second-time/ar-BBP3itE?li=BBJGEmF&srcref=rss
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Carol Black [Slide 9] 

Soon after arriving at the synagogue for services that morning, Carol 
Black said she heard what sounded like a metal table falling against a 
tile floor.  

Initially, she assumed someone had just dropped something, but when 
the sound happened again, and this time closer, Rabbi Jeffery Myers 
ushered her and two others to a back hallway and into dark storage 
closet. 

"I don't know how long we were in there," she said. "It felt like a year, 
but it was probably closer to 20 minutes." 

Her brother, Richard Gottfried, was among the victims in the deadliest attack on the Jewish 
community in American history. 

"The intellectual part of me knew that [my brother] probably didn't make it because as they 
were taking me out of the building I kept saying, 'My brother's in there, you got to go get my 
brother,'" Black said. "But my heart kept saying that maybe he managed to escape. 

"In reality, there was no place for them to go, he was trapped. They were sitting ducks and 
there was no way they were going to survive." 

Black's brother, Richard Gottfried, was the "heartbeat" of the congregation, she said, and his 
death has been a "crushing blow" to the community. Her brother is survived by his wife, 
Louise. The couple had just celebrated their 38th wedding anniversary the prior weekend. The 
Gottfrieds were both dentists in the area and owned their own practice together. They had 
planned to retire in March, Black said. 

"Talking about this, in a sense, is cathartic for me, it makes me feel more human and alive," 
she said. "I'm glad to be alive." 

 
 
 
 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pittsburgh-synagogue-shooting-survivor-carol-black-death-penalty-robert-bowers-too-easy/ 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pittsburgh-synagogue-shooting-survivor-carol-black-death-penalty-robert-bowers-too-easy/
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Pittsburgh paramedics recount their actions at  

Squirrel Hill synagogue massacre scene [Slide 10] 

Justin Sypolt is a paramedic trained as part of Pittsburgh’s Tactical 
EMS team, a team of armed paramedics who follow SWAT and 
police officers into active scenes to get to injured victims faster.  

He got up early Saturday to get ready to host a Halloween  party at 
his Westwood home. 

“I had actually just started brewing a cup of coffee when I got a text message from a friend of 
mine that said there’s an active shooter,” he said. He went for his radio, and soon the coffee 
was forgotten. 

“Within seconds of listening to what was happening on the radio, I knew this was it,” he said.  

“I took my clothes off like I was on fire and jumped into my SWAT gear.”  

He turned to his wife and told her he was sorry. She told him to do what he had to do. 

Sypolt is part of On Saturday, he drove straight to the Tree of Life Congregation in Squirrel Hill 
where a gunman was firing on officers from the front door of the synagogue. Eleven people 
already lay dead inside, and two more were injured — saved, most likely, by the speed and 
efficiency of paramedics like Sypolt. 

On Murray Avenue, he linked up with fellow Tactical EMS member Jonathan Atkinson, who’d 
brought the team’s dedicated ambulance to the scene. With the scene unsecure and still very 
active, Sypolt and four others went in. 

He said SWAT operators were just a few steps into the building before they started screaming 
for paramedics. “As soon as you walked in the door, to the left — we just saw bodies laying 
everywhere,” he said. 

One, a 70-year-old man, was still alive. Sypolt and another medic carried the man outside, 
he said. Realizing there was no treatment they could provide to him on scene, they carried 
him to the ambulance. 

“We put him on the stretcher, and Eric and I turned back around and we ran back into the 
building,” he said. 

They found an injured woman, a 61-year-old who’d been shot in the arm. They carried her to 
safety as well. They went back in for the third time. “I just defaulted to my level of training and 
did what I knew how to do,” Sypolt said. 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
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What they’re trained to do is more than just treat the injured. “Our mission as medics is to 
save lives,” he said. “And if that means preventing death by whatever means necessary — 
whether it’s we step in front of it or we’re in between life and death — that’s just what we 
do.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.emsworld.com/news/1221640/penn-paramedics-speak-synagogue-shooting 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://www.emsworld.com/news/1221640/penn-paramedics-speak-synagogue-shooting
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911 workers recount harrowing phone calls  
during Squirrel Hill synagogue rampage [Slide 11]

 
Bruce Carlton’s phone at the Allegheny County emergency dispatch 
center in Pittsburgh’s Point Breeze neighborhood rang at 9:54 a.m. 
Saturday. 

A man identifying himself as Rabbi Jeffrey Myers of Squirrel Hill’s 
Tree of Life synagogue was on the other end of the line. 

“We have an active shooter in the building,” Myers reported. 

Carlton, a call-taker at the dispatch center, said Myers was out of breath and talking fast, yet 
the rabbi managed to give a detailed account of the situation. Carlton made him repeat the 
details so he could enter the information into the county’s dispatch system. 

“I had myself convinced that I had delayed entirely too long getting the call in (to dispatchers). 
I was thinking several minutes,” said Carlton, 48, a former police officer. “I’m actually surprised 
it was 20 seconds flat.” 

Calls from people inside and outside the synagogue soon began flooding the 911 center in 
what several veteran dispatchers who spoke with reporters Tuesday described as the worst 
situation they’ve ever faced. 

Telecommunications officers, including call-takers and dispatchers and their shift 
commanders, methodically took the information and radioed it to police and paramedics at 
the scene and en route. At the same time, they handled unrelated calls from other parts of the 
county. 

Across the room from Carlton that Saturday morning, dispatcher Michael Steinmiller, 30, 
heard somebody yell “active shooter.” 

Steinmiller’s computer screen said “Channel 3” for Pittsburgh police. It was his call. 

“I sent a few units” from the Zone 4 police station in Squirrel Hill, Steinmiller said. 

Minutes later, he heard what he described as his worst nightmare: “Officer shot, officer 
down.” 

 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
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Michelle Kalinsky, who was in her fifth week of training as a telecommunications officer, took 
a call from a man in the basement of the synagogue. He was hiding in a closet with a woman 
and a man who had been wounded. The caller said he couldn’t feel the other man’s pulse. 

Kalinsky, 51, said the man in the closet had seen the shooter, but the closet was dark and the 
gunman didn’t see him hiding there. 

“I was letting him know the shooter was still in the building and he was still shooting. We 
assured him that help was on the way, that SWAT would be there soon. He helped us help 
(police),” Kalinsky said. 

“I stayed on the phone with him until SWAT got there,” she said. “The call lasted 44 minutes.” 

Carlton stayed on the line with Myers for 56 minutes as the rabbi hid in a bathroom. They 
spoke in whispers, with Carlton providing updates when state police and a helicopter were on 
the way and police made it onto the roof. Myers relayed what he was hearing. 

“Occasionally, I’d ask him, ‘Are you still with me? Give me a sign,’ ” Carlton said. “From where 
he was at, it was surprisingly quiet. I don’t really recall hearing any shots myself, but every 
time he said, ‘another volley of five shots, another volley of 10 shots,’ I was putting that in the 
call so the police knew that it was still coming.” 

Carlton added: “That initial dispatch (of) 20 to 30 shots coming from the lobby, those were his 
words. Comments that I was dictating … and that went out over the air.” 

Garett Wagner, a shift commander working that day, credited the call-takers and dispatchers 
for working together to handle the chaotic situation at Tree of Life and other calls from across 
the county. 

“We don’t just shut down because of one incident,” Wagner said. 

After Steinmiller’s shift ended, he went home and made soup. Carlton went to the scene and 
the Zone 4 police station to tell officers they did a terrific job. 

Kalinsky said she felt a sense of satisfaction. 

“You go through training and you think, ‘Oh, am I going to be able to do this job?’ ” she said. 
“When it came down to it, I was able to put aside those feelings and do what I needed to do. 
Now I know I’m where I need to be.” 

https://www.apnews.com/87e854fca2b44602aa821a62810bc081 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
https://www.apnews.com/87e854fca2b44602aa821a62810bc081
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Dr. Jeffrey K Cohen [Slide 12] 

At least three of the doctors and nurses who cared for Robert Bowers 
at the Allegheny General Hospital were Jewish, according to President 
Jeffrey K. Cohen. 

Cohen is personally connected to the shooting beyond his role at the 
hospital. He lives so close to Tree of Life synagogue that he heard the 

gunshots as the massacre unfolded. He knew nine of the people who were killed. 

In the emergency room when he arrived, Bowers was shouting, “I want to kill all the Jews.”  

Still that didn’t stop Cohen from going to check in on Bowers to ask him whether he was in 
pain. The man said he was fine. 

“I thought it was important to at least talk to him and meet him,” Cohen told ABC. “You can’t 
on one hand say we should talk to each other, and then I don’t talk to him. So you lead by 
example, and I’m the leader of the hospital.” 

 “He asked me who I was, I said ‘I’m Dr. Cohen, the president of the hospital,’ ” Cohen said. 
“And I turned around and left. And the FBI agent that was guarding him said, ‘I don’t know 
that I could have done that.’ ” 

 “We’re here to take care of sick people.  We’re not here to judge you. We’re here to take care 
of people that need our help.” 

Cohen’s simple and unapologetic description of how Bowers came to be treated fairly and 
impartially by the very people he had supposedly hated has traveled quickly around the world. 

Perhaps it is a stark reminder that there is something more powerful than caring only for one’s 
own. Perhaps it was Cohen’s radical demonstration of humanity in an era increasingly marked 
by naked partisanship and tribalism. 

Cohen, citing patient privacy laws, declined to give specifics about Bowers’s condition and 
treatment. But Cohen said that two of the practitioners who treated Bowers when he arrived 
at the hospital were Jewish: the attending emergency room doctor and a nurse, whose father 
is a rabbi. “I will tell you that I’m very proud of them,” he said of his staff. “They did a great 
job. They answered the bell.” 

Cohen said he saw Bowers as the product and not the originator of larger problems: “All the 
chaos that’s going on. The gentleman didn’t appear to be a member of the MENSA society,” he 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com
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told CNN. “He listens to the noise, he hears the noise, the noise was telling him his people 
were being slaughtered. He thought it was time to rise up and do something. He’s completely 
confused.” 

Cohen saved his harsh words for the people he said are responsible for the toxic climate in the 
country. “It’s time for leaders to lead,” he said. “And the words mean things. And the words 
are leading to people doing things like this, and I find it appalling.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
https://mag.rjeem.com/life039s-massacre-robert-bowers-is-treated-by-jewish-staff-at-allegheny-general/ 
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Ari Mahler, RN [Slide 13] 
 

I am The Jewish Nurse. Yes, that Jewish Nurse. The same one that 
people are talking about in the Pittsburgh shooting that left 11 dead. 
The trauma nurse in the ER that cared for Robert Bowers who yelled, 
"Death to all Jews," as he was wheeled into the hospital. The Jewish 

nurse who ran into a room to save his life. 

To be honest, I’m nervous about sharing this. I just know I feel alone right now, and the irony 
of the world talking about me doesn’t seem fair without the chance to speak for myself. 

Here I am, The Jewish Nurse that cared for Robert Bowers. I’ve watched them talk about me 
on CNN, Fox News, Anderson Cooper, PBS, and the local news stations. I’ve read articles 
mentioning me in the NY Times and the Washington Post. The fact that I did my job, a job 
which requires compassion and empathy over everything, is newsworthy to people because 
I’m Jewish. Even more so because my dad’s a Rabbi. 

..I’m sure he had no idea I was Jewish. Why thank a Jewish nurse, when 15 minutes 
beforehand, you’d shoot me in the head with no remorse?  

I didn’t say a word to him about my religion. I chose not to say anything to him the entire time. 
I wanted him to feel compassion. I chose to show him empathy. I felt that the best way to 
honor his victims was for a Jew to prove him wrong.  

Love. That’s why I did it. Love as an action is more powerful than words, and love in the face of 
evil gives others hope. It demonstrates humanity. It reaffirms why we’re all here. The meaning 
of life is to give meaning to life, and love is the ultimate force that connects all living beings. I 
could care less what Robert Bowers thinks, but you, the person reading this, love is the only 
message I wish instill in you. If my actions mean anything, love means everything. 

 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2018/11/05/i-wanted-him-feel-compassion-jewish-nurse-who-treated-synagogue-
shooting-suspect-tells-his-story/ 
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Mayor Bill Peduto [Slide 14] 

Mayor Peduto was standing outside of the synagogue in 
Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill neighborhood when he received a call 
from the president. 

“I was at that point, dealing with 11 fatalities that were down the 
street. Just trying to grapple with how we were going to set up 

the critical care centers, the coordination with the FBI to get info to the families and the 
condition of the police officers.” Mayor Peduto said. 

At that moment, the mayor recalls, “There’s a level of emotion that almost makes you numb 
at that point, and hearing details that were coming from inside was really at the forefront of 
my mind.” 

Trump offered thoughts and prayers and vowed to help Peduto with anything he needed, the 
mayor said. The president even offered a direct line to the White House. 

The president quickly veered into discussing the need for harsher death penalty laws as a 
method of deterring mass murderers, Peduto recalled to the Post. The president also insisted 
that an armed guard inside the synagogue would have prevented the shooting.  

Peduto said he was so stunned, he could not respond to Trump’s remarks. He noted how he 
felt numb. “I’m literally standing two blocks from 11 bodies right now. Really?” Peduto 
thought at the time, he told the Post.  

The mayor thought that talking about the death penalty wasn’t “going to bring them back or 
deter what had just happened." 

"I ended the conversation pretty quickly after that," he added, saying the conversation only 
lasted about three minutes. 

 
https://www.10tv.com/article/mayor-call-trump-after-synagogue-shooting-turned-death-penalty 
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[Slide 15] They were a few minutes late on Saturday. 
They said that's why they are alive today. 

Rabbi Doris Dyen, her husband Deane Root, and their 
friend Seymour Drescher knew some of the victims of 
the mass shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, where 11 people were killed and six injured, 
when an armed man walked in, yelled "All Jews must 
die," and opened fire. They told "CBS Evening News" 

anchor Jeff Glor they are still haunted by the mass shooting. 

Rabbi Dyen and her husband had driven up to the synagogue shortly after the shooting began, 
and very nearly got caught up in the gunfire. "There were shards of glass all over the sidewalk. 
And at the same moment, we heard ba-boom, ba-boom ba-boom ba-boom," she said. 

Her husband, Deane, yelled, "It's active gunfire. Run!" They ran to their car, and dialed 911. 

"If we had been there three minutes earlier, maybe two minutes earlier, we wouldn't be here. 
We wouldn't be talking to you," said Rabbi Dyen. 

Members of the Tree of Life synagogue, three of whom were late to service on Saturday. They 
say that's why they are alive today. "Have you processed that?" Glor asked. "I'm not sure I 
processed it yet. No."Seymour Drescher, also late, was driving in when he saw them waving 
and yelling "Don't go in." "And then somebody else came running out and said, 'There are 
guns! Guns going off inside!'" Drescher said. 

Ruth Drescher told Glor, "Not having been there, my gratitude was very selfish. I was very 
grateful that he came home." "You've drawn your curtains now at home?" Glor asked Root. 
"Yes." "Why?" "Sudden phobia. Required in the moment. Vulnerability." 

"Deane, I noticed before the interview started that you were holding your wife's hand and you 
were also holding Sy's hand." "The way to respond to a moment of trauma is to reach out, to 
help each other," Root replied. 

Rabbi Dyen says she doesn't know if she can ever return to the synagogue.  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pittsburgh-shooting-tree-of-life-members-of-congregation-recount-terror-of-attack/ 
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Sarah Resnick [Slide 16] 

There was a shooting yesterday at Tree of Life, a synagogue in 
Pittsburgh whose building is a home for three Jewish 
communities, including my family’s beautiful little 
congregation Dor Hadash. My family is safe. Close, beloved 
family friends are among the critically injured and murdered. It 
is surreal and it is real. 

Dor Hadash was the center of our family’s Jewish and 
community life when I was a kid, and remains so for my family in Pittsburgh. I’ve been trying 
for 16 years through 4 moves to find a Jewish community that would feel like home in the 
way I felt at home at Dor Hadash, and had recently decided that this was impossible and I’d 
just have to move back to Pittsburgh if I wanted Dor Hadash in my life again. For people my 
age, this is an unusual story…many of my peers for whom Judaism is a guiding center in their 
lives found their way *back* to Judaism in young adulthood after feeling alienated and 
disconnected in the communities where they grew up. 

It’s a multi-generational, lay-led synagogue, blending ritual and activism and learning and 
prayer and love and food and song. My grandparents were among the early members soon 
after it was founded, and my grandmother likes to tell a story about thinking she would never 
find a Jewish community she wanted to be a part of until they found Dor Hadash. It was a 
frequent occurrence in our household that my father was on the phone after dinner with the 
synagogue directory in his hand, trying to recruit people to be gabbis, or read from the Torah, 
or set up the kiddush on Saturday morning. It’s a community that feels like a village in the true 
cliched meaning of that word, raising its children, encouraging questions.  

Last time I went to services there, my teenage brother sat down next to me in the front row 
and proceeded to pull out his Karl Marx book and read it for the next hour – ignoring the 
service, but also able to be present and in community. Instead of dirty looks, this beloved 
community of people just smiled, and told him they were happy to see him there, and asked 
him to tell them what he was reading about. And oh, the beautiful and soulful singing of Cheryl 
Klein. There’s truly nothing like it. If you’ve heard Cheryl sing, you know. I could go on and on 
and on about Dor Hadash. 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
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Today I am holding in my heart the sweet ones who were stolen from this world, and the 
sweet ones who are still fighting for their lives. What I learned from our community Dor 
Hadash, many years before this tragedy, is that we are all in this together, and we are stronger 
together, and they cannot win if that’s how we act in this world. And so, I hope. And keep 
believing. Otherwise there is nothing. Baruch Dayan Ha’Emet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=There%20was%20a%20shooting%20yesterday%20at%20Tree%20of%20Life%2C%20a%2
0synagogue%20in%20Pittsburgh%20whose%20building%20is%20a%20home%20for%20three%20Jewish%20communities%2C%20in
cluding%20my%20family%E2%80%99s%20beautiful%20little%20congregation%20Dor%20Hadash.%20 
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Ron Linden [Slide 17] 
 
So many people - who know we live in Pittsburgh, and that we have called 
the Squirrel Hill neighborhood home for more than 40 years - thought 
about us, and wrote or called when they heard about the shooting at the 
Tree of Life synagogue. We have been moved and heartened by their 

concern. 
We told you, our friends and to our family, that we were safe, in the sense that we were 
fortunate not to be among the victims of Saturday's terrible hate crime. 

We are not really safe, of course, because this vile, murderous bigotry can - and has - hit all of 
our communities, especially those who are consistently "othered": People of color, Muslims, 
LGBT people. 

The sentiments behind the worst anti-Semitic atrocity in American history have been 
legitimized and weaponized by cowardly, unprincipled political leaders who will now fall all 
over themselves to send their thoughts and prayers. 

Keep those facile words. Instead, show us some balls. 

Stand up to the purveyors of hate, instead of cozying up to them. 

Stand up to the NRA instead of licking their boots for campaign contributions. 

Stand up for our communities, our diversity, for the founding dream of our society and our 
country. 

That dream is missing, not lost, but it will take courage to find it again. Today’s victims, like 
others before them, deserve no less. 

 
 
 
 
 
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/we-pittsburgh-jews-don-t-want-your-thoughts-and-prayers-1.6600943 
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Richard Parsakian [Slide 18] 
 
After marching with many friends in the Pittsburgh community to show 
solidarity with our Jewish brothers and sisters we ended up at the 
church where Fred Rogers worshiped. How fitting that we should 
honor his words of tolerance and inclusion at this site as we fight 
against hate. All along the route marchers including myself thanked the 
first responders who put their lives in danger to rescue those in the 

synagogue where so many lost their lives. It was a gathering of love and compassion. We 
heard the sirens as the President’s entourage passed by the march on the way to pay his 
respects at the site of this horrific act. Everyone turned their backs to this man whose hurtful 
words directly influenced this madman. Prayers to our city and the Jewish community. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/eonsfashion?fref=search&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-
R&eid=ARCM8U3TNHIlTAHfMn0s2Dj93aMTx0m2GGFTwgMRH081Wi2G0e9DS_wny_UVaaBXkdmB3FQf69XBOlGc 
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Joy Katz [Slide 19] 
 
On Monday night …I walked to Tree of Life, expecting the building to 
look changed. Perhaps, I thought, if I saw the parking lot and the 
glassed-in lobby where my son used to sit at a plastic folding table 
with the part-time Hebrew teacher and three other students, eating 
doughnut holes after school and learning the aleph-bet, I would be 

able to grasp what had happened. But I couldn’t. The synagogue just looked like a building 
with a story about it. Yellow tape. Police lights. 
 
My family used to go to the tiny, progressive congregation, Dor Hadash, that shares space in 
the Tree of Life building.  
 
At Passover, [After we moved back] to Pittsburgh from Brooklyn a few years ago, [a local] 
rabbi invited us over for a Seder. He and his wife live in a little house that overlooks the 376 
highway, which everyone refers to as ‘the parkway’. Confusingly, people in Pittsburgh call 
every highway in the city, no matter the interstate number or direction, ‘the parkway’. 
 
I am talking about highways, houses and doughnut holes because I need Squirrel Hill to 
return to its right size. It feels weirdly out of scale at the moment, like an enormous parade 
balloon version of itself. Every cable news crawl has the words ‘Squirrel Hill’ in it. I am trying 
to shrink the neighborhood back down, in my mind, to the place where I have picked my son 
up from preschool, from circus camp, from swimming lessons, leading him out of the tiled 
Jewish Community Center hallway to the tiny parking garage where I always narrowly miss 
denting another exhausted parent’s car. 
 
News crews from around the world are positioned across from Tree of Life, on the east side of 
the building, at Shady and Wilkins, cameras aimed at the tall, thin stained-glass windows. 
Waiting for more story, they smiled at me with robust cheer as I walked by.  
 
A few passers-by were laying more cellophane-wrapped bunches of flowers from Trader Joe’s 
on the sidewalk in front of the temple. There are notes and wooden stars with the victims’ 
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names. Lines of stones and pebbles are accumulating, too, because that is what Jews leave for 
the dead. 
 
Children went to school today in Halloween costumes. Some are scheduled to have active-
shooter drills: dressed as ghouls and zombies, stuffed into broom closets, eating candy to keep 
quiet. 
 
The door swung open, and a man with three guns walked into Tree of Life at ten in the 
morning. ‘Ten a.m.!’ my brother laughed softly on the phone while we were both crying. ‘He 
came to services at ten?’ Conservative services last many hours; most people arrive closer to 
11. No one is at shul at ten except the few old people who come early to unlock the door, turn 
on the lights. 
 
I had been half-waiting for something to happen, I realized after the attack – for swastikas to 
be spray-painted on the JCC, though not for murder. It was a routine American massacre. 
Ambulances sped up the hill on Murray, past the two pizzerias vying for the title of city’s best, 
past the Judaica shop now selling out of memorial candles, past the Moroccan imports place 
and the day spa with the phone number on the door. Then we sat in front of screens all 
afternoon, waiting for an explanation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/blog/2018/october/in-squirrel-hill 
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Karen Nayhouse Morris [Slide 20] 
 

It has been hard for me to share my thoughts and feelings through 
Facebook these past two weeks since the massacre. Many others have 
shared so much of what I'm also going through. There are so many 
layers.  

I grew up a few short blocks from Tree of Life. Both my brothers, as 
well as my nephew had their Bar Mitzvahs there. I was the principal of 
the Tree of Life*Or L'Simcha Religious school the past 5 years.  

I continue to work part-time assisting with things relating to our families. I interacted daily 
with congregants of all three shuls who shared our building.  

Our students came monthly to Shabbat services and we all knew the dependable regulars who 
always came early - so well.  

My teachers had training for this, on the same level as others in our community. Several called 
me in tears on that Saturday morning.  

I wasn't there the morning of October 27, but my heart certainly was. Thank you to all of my 
wonderful friends and family from near and far who have been caring and looking out for me 
and all of us. Every text, phone call, and personal conversation helps - it really does. Thank you 
to my colleagues at the SHJCC who made coming back to work a comfort, and gave me extra 
support and understanding. 

The nightmare has passed and we move forward. This week I'm starting to feel more 
grounded, more focused. There is much work to do to make our world a better place. I had the 
good fortune to meet Cecil and David's family at the outside memorials during the week of 
funerals. We were there at the same time, and my brother encouraged me to share with them 
the special relationship I had with Cecil and David, spending time with them every Sunday, and 
on the Saturdays when I was there with the children.  

With tears in our eyes, we spoke. Cecil and David's mother shared with me her optimism 
about life and our world. She felt certain that good will come from this horrible thing. In fact, 
she told me it already had - she could feel it and see it. How happy her boys would be to see all 
the goodness and love that people have shared. I hold onto her optimism when I start to feel 
down. She gave me a very special gift that day. 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Karen%20Nayhouse%20Morris%20tree%20of%20life&epa=SEARCH_BOX  
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Lindsay Gorby [Slide 21] 
 
I’ve been seeing a lot of posts lately about how we never think the 
next attack will be in our towns, until it is. And I know every 
person of a minority here has had to think, even just briefly, 
“what if?” On Saturday, my “what if” became more than 
hypothetical. My friends from home have expressed to me how 
it’s hard to talk about Saturday’s events at Tree of Life to people, 

because no amount of explaining will ever truly convey how diverse, welcoming and 
interconnected the Jewish community of Pittsburgh is, and no map will ever be able to show 
just how central Tree of Life is in proximity to the friends, organizations, schools and 
neighborhoods that raised us. But I can try. I can try. 

I need to tell you about my city. Pittsburgh has over 400 bridges, so it’s called the City of 
Bridges. It has 16 world championship sports titles, so it’s the City of Champions. It used to be 
a hub for steel production, so it’s the Steel City. And it’s home. It’s home. 

Steel isn’t rolling out of the mills as it used to anymore, and so the city has rebuilt and 
rebranded itself as a city of innovation, technology, medicine, education and art. The air is 
clean, cars literally drive themselves, and in 2009, President Obama held the G-20 summit in 
Pittsburgh—because it was a model city for economic recovery and environmental 
sustainability. 

So yes, the city’s industry and contributions have changed, but the heart of the city, the 
people, have stayed the same. And if you’re Jewish from Pittsburgh, you can trace your roots 
to the highly Jewish Squirrel Hill, the neighborhood surrounding Tree of Life. 

You can’t walk down a street in Squirrel Hill without running into someone you know. Or 
someone who knows your mom, or your grandma. The family trees and family friends have 
such blurred lines that sometimes it’s easier to just refer to everyone at a family gathering as 
your cousin than it is to figure out how you’re actually related, if there is any blood relation at 
all. Our parents all grew up together. And their parents, and their parents before them. Our 
roots and our faith run deep. 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
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So many times, I’d be in the car with my dad and he’d point to a house and tell me that’s 
where his grandmother lived, to a building and say he went to high school there, that his 
friends lived there. I need you to understand how close this community is. 

One day, when I have children, I, too, will take them around Pittsburgh. I’ll show them my high 
school, my grandma’s house, the park I grew up playing in, and the synagogue where my 
great-grandmother worked and where my grandmother, mother and I all got confirmed. And 
then I’ll go down the street to Tree of Life, a few feet past where I’d drop off my little sister for 
her summer job, and say “11 people were murdered here.” Because they were Jewish. 
Because they wanted to pray in Tree of Life as families have done for generations. 

I grew up in Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. I mean that literally—he lived and worked in 
Pittsburgh. Whenever Mister Rogers looked into the camera and sang “Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor,” he didn’t have to ask—we already were. His programming about love and 
acceptance and tolerance and cultural immersion were points of pride for the city. They still 
are. 

I refuse to politicize this. I refuse to let an attacker win by further dividing this nation and 
casting a shadow of fear. Mister Rogers has a wonderful quote, that when things on the news 
get scary you should “look for the helpers. There are always people helping.” 

The Muslim community of Pittsburgh offered to watch the doors outside Shabbat services so 
that Jews can feel safe praying again. 

A fundraising goal for funeral costs quickly surpassed $500,000—and it’s still rising. 

Blood donation centers had so many volunteers that they had to turn people away— and the 
people who were turned away just came back the next day, with their friends. 

Thousands—if not millions of people—all over the world stood proudly and actively united 
with the Jewish community of Pittsburgh. 

Look around, right now. Look at the helpers. 

When I was younger, dreading going to shul, I would always ask my parents why we, non-
observant Jews, were even bothering to wake up so early and go to a synagogue. Their 
answers were never satisfying. “It’s just what we do,” they’d say. And the answer would be the 
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same for anything religious. Sunday cchool? It’s what we do. Bat mitzvahs? It’s what we do. 
Spending hours learning how to read a small section of the Torah that I would only need to 
know once in my life? It’s what we do. 

As I got older, though, I started to see the other aspects of Judaism that my parents couldn’t 
explain, but wouldn’t deny, either. Bringing food to families of the sick? Having to stop every 
few minutes at the grocery store to gab with someone you ran into? Supporting causes and 
charities through political activism? Welcoming strangers into our towns and our homes? It’s 
what we do. These should be periods, not question marks. 

And now, I’m in Atlanta, asking myself how the Jewish people, the City of Pittsburgh, and 
especially the Jewish people in the City of Pittsburgh will ever continue on with the same 
vibrance and energy I have always known them to have—despite having this act of violence 
and terrorism and hate and fear hanging over our heads. 

But we will move on. And we will love our neighbors with a ferocity. 

Because it’s what we do. 

It will take more than bullets to break the foundation of love and support that we have for one 
another. 

Steel does not bend for hatred. You cannot divide a city of bridges. And champions become 
champions because they master the art of getting back up. 

We are gathered here to mourn and support. And you’re listening to a speech I never, ever 
wanted to have to write. I pray that you never see your home on national news, littered with 
federal agents. And I pray that your home never feels the utter devastation, shock and grief 
that mine has. But if it ever does—we will be here. People from all races, nationalities, political 
parties, faiths and sexual orientations will be here. Because our belief in community, love and 
support unites us closer than any act of violence can divide us. We will be here. Together. 

It’s a beautiful day in the neighborhood. 

 

 

https://www.tabletmag.com/scroll/274090/my-pittsburgh-my-squirrel-hill 
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David Michael Slater [ Slide 22] 

Harry Houdini, the Jewish escape artist who thwarted every attempt to 
cage him, died not long after being punched in the gut by a college 
student. Houdini’s abdominal muscles were legendary, but the student 
didn’t give him enough time to tense them before delivering a blow that 
ruptured his appendix. 

Something like this happened to me on Saturday morning. 

I grew up in Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill — in fact, directly across the street and catty corner to 
the Tree of Life synagogue. Squirrel Hill is one of America’s leafiest and loveliest Jewish 
communities. Synagogues and Jewish shops abound in the hilly little Eden. Heavenly corned-
beef sandwiches are easy pickings where orthodox, conservative, reformed, and unaffiliated 
Jews live harmoniously with their non-Jewish neighbors. The Jewish Community Center is a 
beehive of multi-faith activity. 

People are nice to each other in Squirrel Hill. For crying out loud, it was literally Mr. Rogers’ 
neighborhood. We had a mass murder in Mr. Rogers’ neighborhood. 

Until today, it seemed inconceivable to me that any American could, at this point, be shocked 
by a mass murder, even one in their backyard. Those expressing such shock have struck me as 
willfully self-delusional. Jewish Americans, in particular, are taught pretty much from day one 
that the veneer of “civilization” is perilously thin and that “It” could happen again. Here. In our 
lifetimes. And so we must be ever vigilant and wary — perpetually tensed. 

I was weaned on such worries. And despite how paranoid they seemed on the corner of Shady 
and Wilkins, I thought I had internalized them. 

But I wasn’t ready for the blow. 

I wasn’t ready to hear the words ‘Squirrel Hill’ uttered by the president of the United States or 
the prime minister of Israel. I wasn’t prepared to see a law enforcement officer armed to the 
teeth standing in front of the house where I grew up memorizing Steelers’ Super Bowl stats. Or 
to see a childhood friend interviewed on the news. I was not prepared to wonder how close a 
connection I would have when the names of the dead were finally released. 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com


32 
 

 
www.JEWELconsulting.net  •  RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com  •  (215) 376-0555  •  528 Lindley Road, Glenside, PA 19038 

Now I know what far too many Americans know — not that it can happen anywhere, but the 
visceral truth that it happened in a place I consider home. This isn’t knowledge. It’s a wound. 

You don’t want to hear me rant and rave about what I think must change to make this the last 
mass shooting in America. So instead, I’ll tell you something else about Harry Houdini: He 
managed many of his impossible escapes by hiding keys in the back of his throat. 

Our key is in our throats as well: our words. 

Words matter. Words matter. Words. Matter. 

We live in a cesspool of hateful words, and we are drowning in it. Yet we act surprised when 
hate rears up in our communities. 

Mr. Rogers, whose son attended my elementary school, always counseled us to look for the 
helpers in times of crisis. I took his advice Saturday and was brought to tears by the bravery of 
Pittsburgh’s first responders. And I swelled with pride when several local rabbis declined a 
news anchor’s invitation to offer thoughts and prayers. Instead, they explained that, for Jews, 
prayer is primarily a personal affair, and that Judaism is first and foremost a religion of action. 

Unless we see courageous action, the Squirrel Hill massacre will be just another on the list, 
albeit one with an asterisk for me. You probably have your own. 

We’re a ruptured and bleeding nation in a cage of our own making. I only wish I had the magic 
key to unlock our hardening hearts. 

Won’t you be my neighbor? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.apnews.com/15b6a42ab5aa489da8f5a9f035d857ef  
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Mayor Bill Peduto #2 [Slide 23] 

No one can prepare you to lead a city through its darkest hour. 
But you don’t have to do it alone. Those first few days after the 
Tree of Life Synagogue massacre, the advice of mayors who had 
led their own cities in times of great tragedy was invaluable. 
Parkland. Orlando. San Bernardino. None of us has all the 
answers, but having lived through something similar, the ability 
to share our experiences and learn from one another meant 

everything. 

That is why we are bringing the experiences, lessons and unanswered questions of Pittsburgh 
to the world. Last week, we gathered in Israel with municipal leaders from around the globe 
for the 33rd International Mayors Conference hosted by the American Jewish Congress and 
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Mayors are often on the front lines against today’s 
tragedies, attacks and battles with hate. The conference provides a platform from which to 
share the lessons of Pittsburgh with local governments near and far, in order to prevent future 
violence and draw some good from Pittsburgh’s darkest day. 

If you had asked a random American six months ago to guess where the next anti-Semitic 
attack would take place, chances are he or she would not have said Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh’s 
Jewish community is integral to the city’s history and identity; it wouldn’t be Pittsburgh 
without it. Yet on Oct. 27, Pittsburgh became the site of the deadliest anti-Semitic attack in the 
history of the United States. 

That anti-Semitism is on the rise is not new; 2017 saw a 37 percent increase in anti-Semitic 
hate crime, the third increase in as many years. And this is taking place around the world. A 
recent poll revealed a third of Europeans believe Jews use the Holocaust to advance their own 
agendas. In France, anti-Semitism rose 74 percent in 2018 from 2017 — a truly alarming 
statistic. 

But perhaps more than any other incident, this attack should represent an international 
wakeup call that anti-Semitism is a real threat to Jewish lives everywhere. Before Pittsburgh, 
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anti-Semitism in the U.S. felt like little more than a pale imitation of the anti-Semitism of old. 
After the shooting, we must remember that unchecked hate always leads to violence. 
Historically, anti-Semitism has always had the insidious ability to erupt seemingly out of 
nowhere. 

That is why it is more important than ever to talk about Pittsburgh with leaders from around 
the world. To engage with them about anti-Semitism and other forms of ethnic, racial and 
religious discrimination. To show them the history and resilience of the Jewish people through 
the lens of modern Israel. To warn mayors around the world of what we saw: That they must 
fight anti-Semitism in their cities on every level or more Jewish lives will be taken. 

The effect the shooting had on the city of Pittsburgh also shed new light for many residents on 
what it means to experience hate crime. When we speak about hate crime, we speak only 
about the victimized group. But the vile massacre at the Tree of Life Synagogue was an attack 
on all of Pittsburgh. 

The man who murdered 11 worshipers on Oct. 27 hated Jews. He killed those people because 
they were Jewish. But he also hated Pittsburgh. He hated that it is a city where Jews are 
accepted and valued and can live without fear. It would be a disrespect to the dead and to the 
living to pretend as though this was anything short of an attack on our city of Pittsburgh. 

Hate crime occurs all over the world. Cities must be able to support one another when hate 
crime strikes, so that the city governments can support and protect their people. We believe 
opening a conversation about the nature of hate crime and the ways in which cities can fight it 
is imperative for meetings such as the Mayors Conference. 

The events following the shooting have also been a harsh reminder that although mayors 
know their cities best, national governments don’t always understand. It would be naïve to 
look at Pittsburgh and deny that hate crime and gun violence, especially in America, are linked. 
After witnessing the tragedy that befell Pittsburgh firsthand, we knew that concrete actions 
had to be taken to ensure that those who would harm minority communities would not be 
able to so easily. All mayors must be prepared to take hard stances for their cities. 

Lastly, there is no replacement for building relationships, sharing experiences and having 
people to rely on. Mayors who have faced anti-Semitism and racism in their cities, who have 
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had to make difficult decisions on gun control, and who have had to play a role in healing their 
cities — they can learn from one another. Above all, the International Mayors Conference 
offers international mayors the chance to create relationships across continents, built on 
something all mayors have in common: love for their cities. 

Cities can help each other to heal, but our goal must be to prevent such future tragedies 
altogether. The battle against hate is often waged at a local level, but we don’t need to do this 
alone. Hate knows no borders; neither can we when we fight it. Together we must find ways 
to stop this from happening again — and build the bonds to be there for each other if it does. 

Bill Peduto is mayor of Pittsburgh. Jack Rosen is president of the American Jewish Congress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2019/03/03/Bill-Peduto-Pittsburgh-Mayor-Jack-Rosen-American-Jewish-Congress-
Sharing-lessons-Tree-of-Life/stories/201903030059 
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Dan Leger [Slide 24] 
 

After 5 and a half months recuperating from a gunshot 
wound to his abdomen, Dan Leger spoke publicly for the 
first time at a televised town hall about mass shootings 
with survivors of both the Parkland and the Pittsburgh 
massacres. The transcript below features Dan’s remarks. 
 
https://www.wtae.com/article/replay-project-community-town-hall-parkland-to-
pittsburgh-stronger-together/27088062 

 
Minute 5:09: 
Since the shooting, Dan [Leger] has endured surgery after surgery. Today, he is sharing his 
story for the first time publicly. To Dan and our guests, we say thank you for being part of this 
conversation today. Dan, we will begin with you and we are honored and grateful you are here 
today. Hearing Rabbi Ron talk about the Center for Loving Kindness, talking to people who 
know you and love you, everything you have done in your life is caring for neighbors in need. 
The Center for Loving Kindness is founded on the concept of don’t stand idle when you see a 
neighbor bleeding. Since this is your first time talking about what happened on October 27, can 
you tell us what happened to you that day in what you’re comfortable discussing?  

Dan: I remember many things from that day until I lost consciousness at the hospital. There 
are two things that are really prominent in my memory of that morning. One, the juxtaposition 
of such a wonderful getting together of all the people who usually come to that place on a 
Saturday morning to pray. To be there for this cause in the other thing is the juxtaposition of 
the awfulness of what ensued in a place of peace in which nothing like that should ever occur. 
I remember my friend Jerry, of blessed memory, and I and my friend Marty, preparing for 
services that morning. We heard what was going on. We heard the gunshots. Jerry and I 
looked at each other and Jerry was a physician. I’m a nurse. Our instinct is to help others. So 
we probably went in exactly the wrong direction, to try to help those who needed help. Jerry is 
gone. I’m here.  

I also remember, after I was shot, lying on the steps and a feeling of peace that I have been 
blessed with a wonderful life that is coming to an end. That I’m dying and I took that time to 
review all the wonderful people in my life with whom I’ve been blessed to be loved by and to 
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love. The prayer of unity of us with our creator. I also remember the voice of our helpers when 
Dr. Keith Murray and the paramedic, whose name I only know as Justin, came into the building 
and walked by me. I remember grabbing someone’s leg. It was Justin. I remember him saying 
there is one alive here. And the gratitude I felt, the helpers are here, we are not alone and 
how that has radiated out for the last five and a half months in terms of the helpers that are so 
much a part of our community and so much a part of this healing process that brings us all 
together in a way that none of us wish we would have to be here for. But in such gratitude 
that we are. 

So many people at the JCC have been talking about how great it is to see you again at the 
shabbat dinner you offered for prayer and there were smiles, people so happy you are here. 
Happy to see Andrea as well. You have formed a relationship with Andrea. She is in our 
audience tonight as well. Talk about how important it was for you and Andrea to meet with our 
new friends from Parkland.  

Dan: I never really knew Andrea as a friend. But I knew her every Saturday morning because 
she would come to shul with her mother and it was part of them -- part of the ritual and the 
predictability to see Andrea and her mother and to know that they would be there. There are 
bonds that are created through beautiful experiences and happy experiences and bonds 
created through horrific experiences that we have an obligation to turn into something of use. 
We can’t make them happy but we have to make them of use. I’m just so thankful to have 
brought Andrea and Ron into my life in a way that I did not before and I’m looking forward to 
our friendship blossoming over the time that we have. 

Minute 28: 
Dan, how do you find god when something like this happens? How do you do that with a 
community that is struggling dealing with these violent acts?  

God can handle it so we don’t have to worry about being angry with God. God is used to it. I’m 
convinced the people who do these awful things missed the point of love your neighbor as 
yourself because they don’t love themselves and in order to love your neighbor as yourself you 
have to love yourself first and you have to find that within yourselves. There are so many 
opportunities for us to be connected through social media and other electronic means -- and 
electronic means. That does not mean the real connection between people is there all the 
time. The social isolation that people experience in our culture in the presence of such 
potential and opportunity for people to connect with each other is really ironic. So we got to 
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create those opportunities for people, one on one, to be able to reach out and extend our 
love. Hope that the other person will see that love and to get back to your original question, 
that is what God is all about. God is not a person that pulls puppet strings. God gives us the 
potential to be the best that we are and indoor the worst that can befall us - and to endure the 
worst that could befall us.  

Minute 40: 

Dan, you spent your career as a nurse. Part of your career was serving as a hospice nurse. 
Kathy Samuels was telling me the story about how compassionate you were to her father in his 
final time. What you experienced - since October of 27, has to change the way you look at 
other people. Do you emphasize anything differently when you care for them compassionately?  

Dan: I think it has reinforced it. We all make this strange journey of life we have to find our 
way through it and we can’t find our way through it alone. We need our neighbors to be able 
to help us in every conceivable way. Some of those ways we are not even aware of. So 
reaching out to others, there was a question asked a couple of minutes ago about how we can 
make a difference one on one to paraphrase the question. I cannot believe the comforter got 
from the cards I received from people around the world who might never met. They never met 
me but when you hear that somebody in Homewood was shot to death find out and address 
or church address, send them a card. Reach out. It means something. So much to people that 
somebody cared enough to sit down for five minutes, put a stamp on an envelope. That kind 
of human contact is part of the accompaniment that we all need to give each other through 
this life.  

Minute 47:10 

I want you to meet Barry Werber. I wanted to take a look at what he’s wearing. We will show 
this, the Stronger than Hate shirt but also the Air Force veteran. We thank you for your service. 
You are also a survivor of the Tree of Life. What is your question today?  

Barry: I have to preface my question. I have gotten an awful lot of outreach from different 
organizations and individuals, neighbors, friends, a young lady I met 54 years ago. My question 
is specifically for Daniel, for Ivy. How do you get by being reminded day in and day out, 
newspapers, television, radio, sleep, of the horror that you went through? I’ve had professional 
treatment. I’ve had friends commiserate with me. But no one knows the feeling unless you’ve 
gone through it. How do you do that? That’s my question. How do you feel comfortable in a 
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crowd? How do you feel comfortable going into your house of worship? How do you feel 
comfortable going to a movie theater? How do you stop looking for the first exit? Stop looking 
for security? How do you go through that? I’ve talked to people. I can’t find out from a fellow 
survivor how they do it. The people that I know have survived or relatives of those that have 
died. The don’t really want to talk about it. How do you get through it?  

Minute 50:55 

Dan: I am blessed with a wonderful wife - a wonderful wife. One of the things we did together 
was go back into the building with the FBI. It was really important to do that and to be able to 
not be carried out but to walk out, to see the place where I was to verify that reality. To see 
the place where 11 of my friends are murdered. To have someone stand by me during that 
and to be able to walk out and together know that this place no longer has power over me. To 
be able to say that I can forgive this individual for what he did to me but I can’t give 
forgiveness for the murder that he committed. The people capable of that are the people who 
are dead, they will never be able to forgive him. By forgiveness it does not mean the blame is 
wiped away. It means were able to move beyond the event, to let go of the power it has over 
me, to be able to say you did something that was a really awfully bad choice in life and 
hopefully you’ll be able to find out some day that it was and your eyes will be opened and 
there is hope for you because you are made in the image of God like I am. But that doesn’t 
mean it takes away all of the consequences for someone who needs to be off the streets for 
the rest of his life.  

It gives me the ability to move forward. Gives me the ability to honor the memory of my 
friends who I lost and continue to move forward every day. Every morning, I get up and I’m 
glad to be alive. I say a prayer of thanksgiving and I move forward. That is not mean I don’t 
have things that come up during the day. Getting my lapel mic on, it made a noise that made 
me almost go under my chair. There are things that happen to us that will always remind us in 
a way that is visceral of what we have been through. But it doesn’t need to stop us.  
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[Slide 24] 
 
You have stood with us. You have sung with us, prayed with us, grieved with us and raised 

funds for us. Your support has held us up over the past several weeks and affirmed for us 

the strength of our Jewish and Pittsburgh Communities. 

We were attacked because we are Jews. We condemn the white nationalist ideology the 

perpetrator embraced, a toxic belief system that promotes anti-Semitism and demonizes 

non-white immigrants, Muslims, the LGBTQIA+ community, and people of color. 

We raise our voices to demand an end to hate speech and the othering of any human 

beings by anyone, including our elected leaders. We raise our voices to demand rational 

gun laws to help prevent future tragedies. 

This tragedy will forever be a part of our story, but it will not define us. We will move 

forward and rebuild, not only our congregation, but our country 

 

http://www.jewelconsulting.net/
mailto:RabbiErinHirsh@gmail.com

	Judah Samet [Slide 8]
	Pittsburgh paramedics recount their actions at
	Squirrel Hill synagogue massacre scene [Slide 10]
	911 workers recount harrowing phone calls
	during Squirrel Hill synagogue rampage [Slide 11]

